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IA beacon

M any thanks to...

Ms. Bachmann: You are such a warm, loving, 
teacher, and I feel comfortable sharing or 
talking to you about anything important going 
on in my life. I feel like I can trust you. You 
make me feel welcomed coming to class every 
morning.

Mrs. Reid: I would like to shout-out Mrs. Reid for 
her energy and enthusiasm in the classroom 
and also thank her for making everyday easier. 

Dr. Fal lon: Thank you for always making 
Essentials to Healthcare fun!

Mr. Hart ley: Thank you for being a f lexible 
teacher and allowing me to take a quiz a day 
later after missing school. Thanks also for 
putting in effort for my success.

Mr. Col l ins: You make every class entertaining 
and have always managed to cheer me up at 
the end of the day when I’m down. Your sense 
of humor and teaching style is unlike no other 
teacher that I’ve ever had. Before coming to this 
school, I really didn’t enjoy writing, but you’ve 
found a way to make writing entertaining for 
me. I’ve also seen a lot of  improvement in my 
writing since joining your class and have been 
writing a lot more. Our sports talks when I f irst 
walk in mean more to me than you’ll ever know 
as well. So thank you for everything you’ve 
done for me so far because you’ve easily become 
my most favorite teacher I’ve ever had in just a 
month. Keep up the good work!

S tudents and parents are invited to join 
the fun! If  you would like to give a 

Shout OUT to a teacher or staff  member, 
please Click Here.

W e are proud to announce our Top 10 
Mascot Challenge finalists! During 

the first week of school, all students 
participated in a design thinking sprint 
in which they designed a mascot for 
FCS Innovation Academy. The designs 
used the mission, vision, and character 
traits of IA as a foundation for their 
designs. Last week, our students voted 
on their favorites! The students and 
designs listed below were chosen as 
our Top 10. They will be tasked with 
iterating their design and submitting 
a cleaner version for submission to the 
FCS Board of Education for approv-
al. Congratulations to the following 
students: 

Dhruti Kallur (9th)- Space Theme 
Meredith Clopper (9th)- Birds Theme 
Guenevere (Gwen) Ja (10th)- Snake Theme 
Guru Gopireddy (9th)- Insects Theme 
Kayden Fooshee (10th)- Robots Theme, 
                                 Part 1 
Leslie Bailey (10th)- Robots Theme, Part 2 
Sophia Choe (9th)- Phoenixes Theme,
                            Part 1 
Lakshana Ramanan (10th)- Phoenixes 
                                     Theme, Part 2 
Cameron Gray, Makenzie Schadt, & Macy Eisen 
(9th)- Canine Theme 
Arin Patil (9th)- Other, Stand Alone 

Student Choice

Student support team

M ark your calendars! IA will be 
administering the PSAT to all 9th 

and 10th graders on Wednesday, October 
13. Classes will operate on a modified 
schedule in the afternoon. For any 
questions please email Campbellb@
fultonschools.org or kalminh@
fultonschools.org. For more info on the 
PSAT  and free practice materials please 
visit www.collegeboard.org.   

  The Office of Student Supports is 
continuing to promote Suicide 

Awareness and Prevention month this 
coming week by focusing on self-
care strategies for students. We know 
students are juggling academics, work, 
social and family life, and we hope they 
can also take time for themselves for 
self-care. Students need to re-charge, 
whether it be during the day, or while 
they are studying at night. They can 
take a walk, listen to a favorite song, 
connect with a friend, or watch a funny 
video or movie. We will continue to 
push daily reminders this month on our 
Instagram page - please follow us at @
ia_counseling. 

This week is also a great time for 
parents to sit down with their child, 

connect about school and the 4.5 week 
grades, and help them with a plan of 
recovery if  they are not as successful 
as they hoped. Make a master calendar 
with dates, encourage them to email 
teachers if  they need help, and 
encourage them to do their best in their 
courses rather than focused on a specif ic 
grade. We are thankful for our strong 
home-school connections and working 
together to help our students succeed. 

Upcoming Dates

September 17: FF Cohort C+ENG
September 17-22: Virtual Club Fair

Spotlight on

Celebrate IA Student Celebrate IA Faculty

Known as a true Mama Bear, Mrs. Caren Hart, 
knows how to connect with students. A 

seasoned teacher of 28 years, she started her 
career at Milton and 
20 years later opened 
Cambridge. In her 
tenure, she has taught 
evertything from math 
and science to Spanish 
and English. She is 
currentlty teaching 
ninth grade literature 
and AP Seminar. 

“Teaching is my calling. I love my students and 
am always searching for ways to support them. 
I believe every child can learn, as I am a true 
lifelong learner.” When she isn’t supporting 
students, she enjoys spending time with her 
four children. “We just took our youngest son, 
Will, to Spain for college. Getting used to being 
empty-nesters is going to be strange.”

Mason Harris has a true aff inity for math 
and science. The sophomore realized at 

a young age that he could 
do mental math. Math is so 
clear cut; there isn’t that 
much in between.” Science 
is another one of his 
favorite subjects. “I am into 
astronomy and the solar 
system.” Outside of school, 
he spends about 15 hours a 
week playing video games. 
“I want to pursue IT because, someday, 
I want to be a video game developer. My 
favorite game at the moment is Terraria.”He 
is looking forward to joining the eSports 
Club and feels right at home at IA. “I Love 
it here. It is great to have a school that is 
focused on math and science.” 

G reat week as the progress 
reports for the 4.5 week were 

completed, clubs were approved, 
and we met with the virtual stu-
dents to assess their progress and 
implement additional supports. 
September Wellness month is go-
ing great as we continue to provide 
activities and speakers to focus on 
Mind, Body, and Spirit. 

Thank you for the many positive 
emails that continue to motivate 

our staff as we work to support our 
amazing students.  I’m looking 
forward to our virtual curriculum 
night where you’ll get a closer look 
at our staff and what is happening 
here every day at IA.

  
Tim Duncan

Step it up

September 22: Picture Day

check it out

O ur f irst Late Start Monday is next 
week. School will start one hour 

later. However, busses will run at 
normal time. Please don’t let your 
student miss the bus! Bell Schedule.

S quare breathing, also referred to as 
four-square breathing, is a breath-

ing technique that helps you to feel 
invigorated, energized, and focused. It 
can also help to reduce stress and invite 
feelings of calmness and tranquility 
into your mind and body. It is a great 
way to control anxiety when 
practiced a few times a day. 
To watch this technique in 
action Click HERE and view 
this short video. 

September 21: On Demand Virtual 
       Curriculum Night

check it out

On Friday, September 24, ALL 
students will be virtual. 

Teachers will not be available 
for work sessions or to give 
make-up tests because they 
will be engaged in professional 
development. Assignments will 
be posted on Teams. 

September 20: Late Start Monday

September 24: Staff PD
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